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Austin Community College District and
Communities In Schools of Central Texas Launch PATHS
New program helps students stay on track and succeed in college.

AUSTIN, Texas—In Central Texas, only about 15% of students who face economic barriers will go on to
obtain a two-year degree or higher, according to The College Board. To address this, Austin Community
College District and Communities In Schools of Central Texas are partnering to help area students
enroll in—and succeed—in college.

Today, ACC and CIS launched their Providing Access To Holistic Supports (PATHS) program to support
students who have earned their high school diploma and are ready to take the next step toward higher
education. CIS will provide personalized case management, including guidance, resources and unique
college cornerstone experiences, for students at three ACC campuses: Hays, Highland and Riverside.

For 40 years, CIS has collaborated with school districts throughout the region to empower students to
stay in school and on the path toward a high school diploma. CIS students have higher graduation
rates, compared to averages for the region and state. And, the increases are larger when comparing
CIS graduation rates to state and regional averages among economically disadvantaged households.

"Students can’t succeed if they’re left to navigate barriers alone," ACC Chancellor Dr. Russell Lowery-
Hart said. "This partnership with CIS ensures students have the support they need to not just get to
college, but through college. Together, we are creating a model for how colleges can transform lives
and communities."

The partnership recognizes many students need support beyond tutoring or financial aid. They need
wrap-around services, including, housing, food, child care, transportation and mental health resources.
Pairing student support with ACC’s Free Tuition Pilot Program and career pathways, the PATHS
program helps students not only get to college, but complete it and move into careers that strengthen
our region’s economy.

“When the majority of our students who are growing up with economic barriers never make it to college,
we are facing not just an education gap, but an economic crisis,” Sharon Vigil, CEO of CIS of Central
Texas, said. “Our region is one of the fastest-growing areas of the country—and yet so many of our
young people are being locked out of that growth. Education is the economic engine that sustains
communities. If we want to see Central Texas thrive, we have to make sure our students thrive.”



CIS and ACC developed the PATHS program to create support for students—removing barriers and
creating a seamless transition from high school to college—with funding from the Greater Texas
Foundation and the Sooch Foundation.

Being “All in for Kids” drives CIS’ work throughout Central Texas. And, ACC invites students to “Start
Here.” to “Get There.” Together, the regional leaders are helping students continue to explore, learn,
and achieve—uwith support every step of the way.
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Contact: Christian Clarke Casarez, Chief Marketing and Communications Officer, Communities In
Schools of Central Texas, at communications@ciscentraltexas.org and mediarelations@austincc.edu.

About Communities in Schools

Communities In Schools of Central Texas surrounds students with a community of support, empowering
them to stay in school and achieve in life. CIS works directly inside 123 schools in nine districts—
Austin, Del Valle, Elgin, Hays, Lockhart, Manor, San Marcos, Taylor and Harmony Public Schools. CIS
connects students to caring adults and community resources to help them overcome barriers to
success while shaping a brighter future. Learn more at ciscentraltexas.org.
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