Volunteer Question – “How do you know the right
book to read for your student’s reading level?”
The 5-Finger Rule for choosing a “just right” book helps to
evaluate a student’s ability to read the text. Have your student
open a book to the middle and begin reading. For each word the
child doesn’t know, have them put up one finger. If at the end of
the page you have:
•

•
•
•

5 or more fingers up – it is too hard and challenging,
save for later book (or you can read it aloud to
them)
4 fingers up - very challenging
2-3 fingers up - just right
0-1 fingers up - too easy
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At the end of the book, check that your student understands the story by asking comprehension
questions about the book.
•
•
•

Who was in the story?
What happened in the story?
Where did the story take place?

Get Creative!
Have your student draw a picture of the action in the book or act out the
book like a play!
Volunteer Question – “How do you engage reluctant readers?”
•
•
•

•

Try choosing books about subjects the student is interested in!
Read, read and read again! Reading the same book over and over builds vocabulary,
comprehension, and phonic awareness -- the ability to articulate.
Read books aloud together, taking turns reading. Reading aloud is one of the most important
things adults can do with children. Reading aloud builds many important foundational skills,
introduces vocabulary, provides a model of fluent, expressive reading, and
helps children recognize what reading for pleasure is all about.
Have the student make predictions about what might happen in the story, check in with those
predictions and make new ones as you go, as needed.

